Hello! 

I am helping my school district (www.irvingisd.net) with our annual Technology Media Fair. We have actually done for this many years, but we want to bump it up a little. So, we have decided to open up several categories for online judging. This way, we can open the judging up to professionals and enthusiasts near and far to help judge the entries without having to ask them to show up at a particular location on a particular day to judge the Media Fair entries. We are hoping this will make it easier to get our community and extended global community involved with our students' work. This is where we need YOU. 

We are in need of judges to provide some critique and comments on our students' entries. All of the projects will be uploaded to our judging website and can be judged any time from December 17, 2007, to January 7, 2008. We have six categories of projects that need to be judged, and you can choose to judge as many or as few entries as you have time. Judging consists of filling out a short rubric (multiple choice) and making some brief comments for each project. The projects are separated into eight grade-level categories ranging from pre-kindergarten (yes, 4-year-olds!), elementary, middle school, high school to adult/staff. The categories are Digital Photo, Digital Audio, Website Design, Original Illustrated Art, Product Design, and Digital Video (under 90 seconds). 

The main goal of opening the judging to those outside of our district is to connect our students who are learning about technology with practicing experts around the world. Your encouraging words will go a long way in promoting technology skills and causing our students to become better evaluators of their own work. We would appreciate a few positive comments and a few “instructive” statements for each entry. The rubric items will be averaged and will be used to determine our first, second and third places in each grade category. Your comments, while not figured in to the composite score, are still very important. 

We have numerous entries this year and would like every project to be judged by at least three different people. As you can see, we have a great need for community participation. If you have a passion for technology and the time to comment and critique some student projects, then you qualify as a judge. If you know of anyone else who would be qualified to judge, please pass this on to them as well. We’re trying to get people from across the country and all over the world to critique our students' projects. Please help us by logging in and spending a few minutes reviewing our student entries. Our time is limited to December 17, 2007, to January 7, 2008.

ABOVE ALL, we want to get and keep kids excited about technology and sharing their work with a global audience. We need folks with an eye for design and a knack for communicating that would be willing give some feedback to our students and get them excited about improving their skills. 

To judge the projects, go to http://www.irvingisd.net/mediafaironline and click on the judging link. When judging, please include your name and email address. Your email address will not be published. It will be used for security only. Please expect an email from our administrative staff confirming that the address listed next to your name is a valid email address. 

Thank you SO MUCH for participating. If you need to contact me, my email address is mkindsfather@irvingisd.net. Any help you could offer would be GREATLY appreciated. I'll keep you posted as we progress. Thanks in advance. 


