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Group Leader (adult): ________________________________________________

Students: ______________________________________________________

You will be exploring the Immigration Museum and the surrounding property to collect data about the immigrants who came through Ellis Island in the early 1900s.

As you move to each location, your group leader will be asking you to observe and locate information which he or she will be recording. Your group is to work as a team in responding to the questions.
When you see the words “on the move” that means you are to move to the next location. 
· On the move…enter the main building on the first floor.

As the immigrants arrived they were carrying baggage. 

Stand in front of the different kinds or styles of baggage.
Locate the sign in the middle of the baggage.
1.  How many immigrants passed through Ellis Island and 
during which years?

· On the move…go to the sign, “To Registry Room”.  The Public Health Service Officers watched immigrants walk up the stairs to identify anything that would indicate a possible problem with an immigrant’s health. As you walk up the stairs to the 2nd floor be sure to walk carefully…no limping…no unusual behavior.

· On the move…after reaching the 2nd floor walk across the hall and look up at the American flag.  
1. How many stars are on the flag? 
2. Ellis Island closed in 1954. Which states were not represented on this flag?
All immigrants had to have a Medical and Legal Inspection before they could enter America.  The immigrants feared these inspections and that is why Ellis Island was often referred to as the Island of Tears.
· On the move…walk to the doorway marked, “Through America’s Gate” (2 West).  Go through the doors and then turn left into the “Arrival Room”.

1.  What was the explanation that the inspectors gave for why the immigrants’ luggage was different?
· On the move…move into the hallway and enter the next doorway marked, “Medical Inspection”.  

1.  Find the 6 inspection cards in a column formation.  Look carefully at the stamp on the 2nd card from the bottom.  Where is this person being sent?
2.  What tool was used to check the immigrant’s eyes for a highly contagious eye disease?

3.  What did it mean if a chalk mark was placed on the immigrant’s clothing?

· On the move…walk to the next room where you will find information about the “Legal Inspection”.
1. What was placed on an immigrant’s clothing to identify them as a new arrival?
2. Find the graffiti on the wall. Why do you think the immigrants wrote on the walls?

· On the move…go to the end of the hallway, look for the “Hearing Room”.   
1. If the Board of Special Inquiry decided that an immigrant would not be allowed to enter America, what would happen to the immigrant?

· On the move…travel to the next room, “Free to Land”.

1.  What means of communication did an immigrant use to contact a friend or relative to inform them about their arrival in America?
· On the move…advance to “Mental Testing”.
1.  Why were immigrants asked to copy a geometric shape 
or complete a puzzle?

· On the move…locate the room labeled “Medical Care”.  

1. How many babies were born on Ellis Island?

2.  How many children died on Ellis Island?

3.  Why would an immigrant be sent to a contagious disease ward?
· On the move…exit left into the hallway and then turn right to locate “Food Service”. 
1.  Carefully observe the 3 menus.  What do you notice about the kinds of food served to the immigrants each day for breakfast, supper (lunch), and dinner on Nov. 19, 20, 21 in the year 1906?
· On the move…exit back into the Great Hall or Registry Room.  Walk to the desks.  Behind you are 3 sets of stairs separated by a railing.  Immigrants were directed down one of the stairways after they finished their Medical and Legal Inspections. 

Each student is to choose a set of stairs and proceed to stand at the top of the stairs.  Your group leader will be the official and tell you your fate.
· Those choosing the stairs to the right or left are free to

enter America to New Jersey or to New York. 

The students who chose these stairs were: 

___________________________________________________________
· Those choosing the center stairs will be detained and sent to a hospital on Ellis Island.  

The students who chose these stairs were: 

____________________________________________________________
· On the move…walk across the Great Hall and enter 2 East (doors to the right), “Peak Immigration Years”.  After walking through the doors, proceed to the left, and locate the statue of Annie Moore.  

1.  Why was Annie Moore given a gold piece in 1892?

· On the move…take the escalator up to the 3rd floor,  then go right and enter “Ellis Island Chronicles” (do not enter the entrance to the left).  Here you will observe models inside display cases that show how Ellis Island changed over time.
Case #1 (1854):  Name the fort that was built before the 


            War of 1812.

Case #2 (1897):  What material was used to double or increase



            the size of Ellis Island?

Case #3 (1903):  What important buildings were located on 




   Island 2?

Case #4 (1923):  What hospitals were added to Island 3?

Case #5 (1940):  Why did Ellis Island change from a small island




  to a small city?

· On the move…your choice…explore one or more of the following places.  
          (Place a check by each place that you visit.)
· 1st floor:

____“People of America” exhibit located behind the luggage carts where you will find unbelievable life size graphs and the Word Tree that will give you insight to where many of our words originated, like alligator, caboodle, klutz, gopher, and many more.

· 3rd floor:  

____1.  “Treasures from Home” exhibit has many items brought to America by immigrants.
____2. A model of the dormitory room where immigrants were detained and slept in triple-tiered beds.

____3. Graffiti columns where so many immigrants left behind their thoughts and drawings.

____4.  “Silent Voices” has on display items left behind when Ellis Island was abandoned.

· Outside:

____1. Visit the “Wall of Honor” where you can locate your family name and or family ancestors.

____2. Locate the original foundation of Fort Gibson.

_____3.  Find the tombstones that honor the Indian remains found on the island.
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