Embedding MultiMedia in the new Google Earth!

What this potential does is open up an incredible range of educational content and capabilities directly within Google Earth. From content that is made by educators and students, to public domain content such as can be found at the U.S. Library of Congress, to commercially available media content such as at Discovery Education's UnitedStreaming, the new Google Earth supports many major multimedia formats. The file types that have been successfully tested by GELessons include .avi, .mpg, .mp3, .asf, .wmv and .swf. I wasn't able to get any QuickTime content such as .mov and .m4v to work. Hopefully that problem is solved soon by someone smarter than I am :-) 

There are two options for where the content is actually stored. The first is to use content that is available on the internet, the second is to have the media files right on your hard drive. Both work equally well. 

In the example below, the files are stored on your harddrive and have been converted to flash using the website (www.media-convert.com).  This allows you to show video directly in the description window of your placemark.
Embedding Flash Content - (.swf files) Games, Movies, Interactive Quizes and More 

Below is the basic code you will need to put in your placemark description windows (Create a placemark, or get 'Properties'' of an existing placemark). There are only a few things you need to change to get it to work, but you can fiddle with some of the <param> functions too if you wish. The red text items are the only things you need to change while the lavender ones are optional. 

To convert video from DES to flash you can use www.media-convert.com

<object classid="clsid:D27CDB6E-AE6D-11cf-96B8-444553540000"
codebase="http://download.macromedia.com/pub/shockwave/cabs/flash/swflash.cab#version=6,0,0,0"
width="637" height="421" id="game" align="">
<param name=movie value="http file:///C:\Converted Video\thewhitehouse.swf ">
<param name=quality value=high>

<param name=bgcolor value=#FFFFFF>
<embed src="http:// http file:///C:\Converted Video\thewhitehouse.swf " quality=high bgcolor=#FFFFFF width="637" height="421" align=""
type="application/x-shockwave-flash" pluginspage="http://www.macromedia.com/go/getflashplayer">
</embed> 
</object>

