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PROGRESS ZONE 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for choosing Discovery Education Assessment.  We offer this guide with 
screenshots to help you navigate the features of Progress Zone. 
 
Progress Zone allows educators to create, share, and administer custom diagnostic probes 
using a bank of more than 50,000 unique assessment items. It is the first web-based 
formative assessment service that recommends standards-aligned video clips for targeted 
remediation.  
 
You can use Progress Zone to monitor student progress throughout the year with teacher-
created diagnostic probes tied to your state's curriculum standards and automatically linked to 
appropriate, fun, and engaging Discovery Education streaming video clips.  
 
Progress Zone empowers teachers to impact student achievement through the use of 
research-based tools that monitor what students are learning, identify concepts that may need 
additional attention, and provide digital media that helps educators improve student 
understanding through the power of visual learning. 
 
 

Table of Contents 
 

Page 3 Login to the Website 

Page 4 Admin: Add Teachers 

Page 6 Setting Probe Options 

Page 7 Admin or Teacher: Creating Probes 
 Setup Probe 

 

Select Skills 
Create Items 
Create Item Catalogue 
Modify Created Items 

 Select Items 
 Preview Probe 
 Probe Information 
 Probe Actions 

Page 17 Shared Probes 

Page 18 Admin: Assign Probes to Teachers 

Page 19 Teacher: Access to Assigned Probes 

Page 20 Student: Login Procedures and Taking Probe 
 Game Option 
 Student Review 

Page 25 Admin or Teacher: Accessing PZ Reports 

Page 27 Admin or Teacher: Accessing Resources 

 



 3

GETTING STARTED  
 
 
 
 
  

Go to www.discoveryeducation.com and login under Subscriber Login. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Select Assessment from the list of your products. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From your home page, select the Progress Zone 
link to go to the Probe Manager page. 
 
Note: If you purchased Progress Zone (PZ) Only, you 
will go directly to the Probe Manager page when 
selecting the Assessment product. 

http://www.discoveryeducation.com/


ADDING TEACHERS  
 
 
 
 
From the Teacher administration page, you can add teachers. 
 
To add a teacher, choose Teachers Administration. ( )    1
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 

 
 
Click the Add a new teacher link to add a single teacher or select the Teacher Web 
Form link to import previous year teachers and/or add multiple new teachers. (     )2 

 
 
 
 

2 
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ADDING TEACHERS 
continued 

 
 
 
 

  
Add a new teacher link: 
 

Fill out the teacher name and choose the appropriate subject and grade for the teacher. 
 
If a teacher teaches more than one grade and/or subject, select one subject and grade level for the 
profile. Probes may still be given for multiple grades and subjects. 
 
Usernames and passwords are automatically generated by the system. It is helpful, but not a 
requirement, to enter an email address.  
 
Be sure to SAVE CHANGES. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Web Form link: 
 

Fill out the teacher names and choose the appropriate subject and grade for the teacher. 
 
Usernames and passwords are automatically generated by the system.  
 
 
Be sure to SAVE CHANGES. 
 
 
 
 
Need more help? 
Click here to view the Teacher  
Web Form online tutorial.  This  
tutorial provides a step-by-step  
guide in completing the form.

http://assessment.discoveryeducation.com/start/tutorials/The_Teacher_Web_Form_skin.swf


PROBE OPTIONS 
 
 
 
 
To select options for your probes, click on the options page link.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Select if you would like to use Remedial Content and/or Games for your probes and select 
Save Configuration.  District or school administrator selections will override any teacher 
options, for example if a school administrator has turned Remedial Content off for 
students, teachers will not have the ability to select Remedial Content. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you choose On for Game Availability, 
you will be prompted to select which 
games will be accessible.   
 
Check the Activate box to include the 
game. 
 
You can click on the Game Name to 
preview a game. 
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CREATING PROBES  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Practice probes allow you to create your own assessments drilled down specifically to 
state goals and standards. This is a great way to meet a specific student’s needs or to 
create a review for an entire class. 
 
To access Progress Zone, click on the Progress Zone tab ( ) and then click Create 
New Probe. (   

  1
  )2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2

2 

1 

 
 
Probes must be completed in a single session.  Students cannot log in at a later 
time to complete a probe that they have started.  We recommend that you 
consider the amount of time students will have to complete a probe when 
selecting the number of items to include.
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SET UP PROBE 
 
 
 
 
 
Enter a Probe Name and Description (optional) ( )   1
 

Select the Subject, Grade, and Skillset  ( )   2
 

Select the difficulty level of your desired items and determine item usage  (   ) 3 
 

Select the item bank(s) to determine which items will be available when creating the probe.  
For further information on Items Added by Me, see page 10.  (   ) 4
 

Select probe options  (   )  5 
 

When finished, click the Continue button at the top or bottom of the page. or bottom of the page. 
  
  
  
  

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 
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SELECT SKILLS 
 
 
 
 
 
Select how many items to display per difficulty level ( ).   1

 
Select the Skill and/or subskills you would like included on the probe. (   )  2 

 
Select the Add Item link if you would like to add your own items for use with this 
subskill. ( )   3 

 
When finished, click Continue. 
 
 
 

1 

2 

3



CREATE ITEMS 
 
 
 
 
You can add items during the Create Probe process by selecting the Add Item link in either 
the Select Skills or Select Items sections.  This is to ensure your items are mapped to the 
appropriate subskill and can be identified appropriately in the reports. 
 
The “add item” feature will not be available for subskills that are not easily 
measured in a standard multiple choice or true/false format. 
 
There are 4 question types to choose from when adding items:  Multiple Choice – Single 
Answer, Multiple Choice – Multiple Answer, True/False, and Short Answer.  Please note that 
Short Answer questions will not be included in report scores.  They are intended to be a 
supplemental format for teacher use. 
 
Teachers can enter up to 5 answer choices for both Multiple Choice – Single Answer AND 
Multiple Answer items.  If you use the Multiple Choice – Multiple Answer, the students must 
select ALL of the correct answers for the item to be scored as correct. 
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Select Skills Section:

Select Items Section:

  Steps for creating new items:

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

 
 

        Select the subskill and click Add Item 
        Select the question type 
        Enter your question 
        Enter your Hint (optional) 
        Select the Difficulty level  
        Enter your Answer choices (if needed) 
        Select the correct answer 
        Save 



CREATE ITEM CATALOGUE 
 
 
 
 
A complete list of items that you have created can be viewed by clicking on the Created 
Item Catalogue link (   located at the top of the Probe Manager section.  )1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
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 MODIFY CREATED ITEMS 
 
 
 
Items that you have created may be edited, copied, or deleted. 
 
Beside each user created item in the Select Items section, links will be displayed to edit, 
copy, or delete the item (   ). 1 

 
The edit link allows the author to make changes to the item.  Any edits made to an item 
will update and change that item across ALL probes that include the item.  The edit link 
will appear to the item author as long as the item is not in any probe which has been 
started by a student.  Once a student starts any probe with this user created item, the 
edit link will no longer be available (   ).   2

 
The copy link creates a copy of the item as a separate, new item.  When selecting the 
copy link, you have an opportunity to make changes to the copied version.  If you want 
an exact copy, make no changes and click Save.  If an item has been administered 
(therefore removing the edit option as mentioned above), a copy can be made of the item 
which can then be edited.  Note that this copy will not edit the original item, but will allow 
edits to a copied version of the item. 
 
The delete link removes the item availability in the current probe and disables the item 
from selection when creating future probes.  Deleting an item will not affect that item's 
proper functioning in existing probes that include the item or in existing probe reports. 
 
 
 

1

2 
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SELECT ITEMS 
 
 
 
 
The Item Source key ( ou to identify which items you have added (     ) and 
which items are Discovery Education items (     ).  Select the Items you would like 
included in the probe ( When finished, click Continue. 

  ) allows y1 

  ).  2 

 
Select Save Selections and Get More Items (   ) if you would like to preview 
additional items.  Your previous selections will be saved and you will now see all available 
items for each subskill included in the current probe.  

3

 
If you selected to include      items and aren’t seeing any, it might be because you have 
added more items to a specific subskill than are currently visible.      items always appear 
above      items in this view;  selecting Save Selections and Get More Items will 
include any available      items for the selected subskills.

1 

3

2 
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PREVIEW PROBE 
 
 
 
 
Finalize your probe. You may sort the items randomly, by subcategory, or by difficulty 
level if desired. (   When you are satisfied with the probe, click Save and Exit.  When you are satisfied with the probe, click Save and Exit.   )1 

  
  

1
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PROBE INFORMATION 
 
 
 
 
 
Click on the probe name to view details and a description of that probe. 
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PROBE ACTIONS 
 
 
 
 
The Actions section allows you to preview, start, edit, copy, share, or delete the probe, 
as well as view reports.  Additionally you can export the complete list of probes in csv 
format by selecting this option at the bottom of the list ( ).  Administrators will be able to 
view probes for all users in their school or district depending on their access level. 

  1

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preview displays the complete 
probe including a Teacher Key with 
Answers.  The probe can be printed 
from this view as well (Note: The 
Teacher Key will print on a separate 
page.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Edit allows you to make changes to the selected probe.  All previous selections will be 
maintained as you move through the steps to edit an existing probe.  (Note: You cannot 
edit a probe that has student records.) 
 
Copy allows you to create a copy of the selected probe.  This is helpful if you want to 
make a change to an existing probe with student records.
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SHARED PROBES 
 
 
 
 
Probes may be shared by selecting the Share link ( ).   1
 
When sharing a probe to the Probe Library, you have the option to rename the probe 
(please note this will rename your probe as well) ( ) and the option to share the probe 
District-wide or School-wide ( . 

  2
  )

 
Each probe may either be assigned or shared.  Once a probe has been assigned or 
shared, the other action is no longer available.  If you want to assign a shared probe or 
share an assigned probe, a copy of the probe must first be made.  The copied probe may 
then be assigned or shared. 
 
In the Probe Library (  you can find shared probes created by teachers and 
administrators in your school and district.  You can preview, add to My Probes, or delete 
the probe ( ).  You can only delete probes that you added to the library. 

  )

3 

3 

4 

2 

  5
4 

 
 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5



ASSIGN PROBE 
 
 
 
 
District and school administrators can assign probes to any teacher.  Click the Assign link  
(   ).  A new tab or window will open up with teachers listed alphabetically by school. (   ). 1 2
 
NOTE:  Teacher accounts must be created before you can assign probes.  (See pages 3-6) 
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1

 
 
Select the teacher(s) that the probe will be assigned to.  
Then click Save Assignments. 
 

2 



 ACCESSING ASSIGNED PROBES  
 
 
 
 
Teachers can find assigned probes by selecting All or School (   ) under the My Probes 
tab.  District may also be chosen if probes were shared from a District Administrator.  If 
My is selected under the My Probes tab, only teacher-created probes will be shown. 

1

 
 
Probes that have been assigned will display      next to the Probe name.  You can sort 
assigned probes by clicking on the      between Source and Probe Name (   ) to find 
them more quickly. 

2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 

2 
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STUDENT LOGIN PROCEDURE 
 
 
 
 
 
Students will login at http://assignments.discoveryeducation.com/ 
 
Students should enter the probe code and their name* in the Enter Assignment or 
Progress Zone Code section. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Screen names are not provided for Progress Zone.  Please have the student enter a name that is 
recognizable to the teacher.  This is the name that will appear on reports. 
 
 
Alternatively students may start a probe from the Teacher’s login using the Start link 
beside a probe (   ).  Once the probe is started, the teacher account will be logged out.1 

1
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http://assignments.discoveryeducation.com/


STUDENT LOGIN PROCEDURE
continued
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If games are enabled by the teacher, the student will be presented with the game options. 
The student can click on the radio button for their desired game and then select Next. 
 
 

 



STUDENT LOGIN PROCEDURE
continued

 
 
 
   
Students click the Start button (   ) after reading the basic instructions. The student 
answers the question presented on the screen and then clicks Next ( 

1

  ). 2 

 
 

2 

1
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GAME OPTION 
 
 
 
 
If the student answers the question correctly on the first try (or second if the teacher sets 
up the option), he/she will be presented with the selected game prior to going to the next 
question. The student can choose to move on to the next question without playing the 
game by clicking Continue (   ). 
 

1

1 
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STUDENT REVIEW  
 
 
 
 
At the end of the probe, the student will see a summary and can view results ( .     )1 

The questions shown as orange can be attempted again by clicking on the question 
number ( .   )2 

 
If the Remedial Content option was enabled, students can view videos related to the 
skill/subskill by clicking the Video Clip link under Extra Help in the Results section ( ).   3
 
 

1

2 

3
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 ACCESSING PZ REPORTS 
 
 
 
Reports are available by selecting the Reports link beside a probe ( ).  Reports are only 
available once students have taken a probe. 

  1

 
There are six report options:  Gradebook, Remediation, Item Objective, Individual 
Student, Item Summary Report, or Student Subskill Report.  Click the link for the report 
you want to view (   ). 2 

 
The item summary and student subskill reports are also available for download in a csv 
format. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sample Reports: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2

1
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 ACCESSING PZ REPORTS
continued
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ACCESSING RESOURCES 
 
 
 

Access Resources by clicking on the Resources Tab. ( )         1
Select skills you would like to view. (   ) 2 

For skill description, subskills, and examples click on the show link for a grade and skill. ( )   3
You can also expand subskills to access video clips and links (if available for subskill). (   ) 4 

 
 
 
 

3 

2 
1

4 
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 QUESTIONS? 
 
 
 
 
Discovery Education Assessment is committed to serving our customers.  
 
If at any time you need assistance, please call toll free at 1-866-814-6685, or 
email us at assessments@discovery.com. 
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