Name:_______________________________
How a President is Elected


The President of the United States is elected by the people.  Every four years, US citizens (who have registered to vote) go to the polls and cast their ballots of their choice.  Many people believe whoever wins a majority of the popular vote, is the next president.  

What is not so well known is that, approximately a month after the presidential election, electors from each state gather and vote for the president.  It is this vote by the Electoral College that determines the president, according to the constitution.  The Electoral College vote usually mirrors the popular vote, but not always.

The Electoral College vote can be seen on the map of the electoral votes assigned to each state (according to population) and are added up to get a winning total.


Presently there are 538 electoral votes among the 50 states.  These votes are distributed by population.  The more people live in a state, the more votes that state gets to have.  A presidential candidate needs to garner 270 electoral votes to be elected president.

Using the Electoral College map, answer the following questions.  Show all work!  Please label your work and work in an organized manner.  Prove your totals!
1)  One candidate has 259 electoral votes before the West Coast (WA, OR, CA) is tallied.  Are there any states that would make that candidate the president?   Which one(s)?

2) One candidate has 216 electoral votes when the Eastern and Central states are tallied up.  What one West Coast state will give that candidate the presidency?

3) A candidate has 198 electoral votes.  What West Coast states would the candidate need to become president?

***The next 3 questions refer to the states west of Texas and North Dakota, including Alaska and Hawaii***
4) A candidate has 245 electoral votes, but does not get California.  What combination of states could make the candidate president?  Give two different combinations of states that would do it.

First Combination



Second Combination

5) A candidate has 240 electoral votes, but does not win California or Washington State.  Give two combinations of states that would make the candidate president.
First Combination



Second Combination

6) A candidate has 250 electoral votes and gets Washington State, but does not get California.  What other states would put the candidates over the top?

Name:_______________________________
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The President of the United States is elected by the people.  Every four years, US citizens (who have registered to vote) go to the polls and cast their ballots of their choice.  Many people believe whoever wins a majority of the popular vote, is the next president.  


What is not so well known is that, approximately a month after the presidential election, electors from each state gather and vote for the president.  It is this vote by the Electoral College that determines the president, according to the constitution.  The Electoral College vote usually mirrors the popular vote, but not always.


The Electoral College vote can be seen on the map of the electoral votes assigned to each state (according to population) and are added up to get a winning total.


Presently there are 524 electoral votes among the 50 states.  These votes are distributed by population.  The more people live in a state, the more votes that state gets to have.  A presidential candidate needs to garner 270 electoral votes to be elected president.


Using the Electoral College map, answer the following questions.  Show all work!  Please label your work and work in an organized manner.  Prove your totals!

1)  One candidate has 259 electoral votes before the West Coast (WA, OR, CA) is tallied.  Are there any states that would make that candidate the president?   Which one(s)?


California or Washington

2) One candidate has 216 electoral votes when the Eastern and Central states are tallied up.  What one West Coast state will give that candidate the presidency?

California

3) A candidate has 198 electoral votes.  What West Coast states would the candidate need to become president?

California, Washington, Oregon
***The next 3 questions refer to the states west of Texas to the south and North Dakota to the north, including Alaska and Hawaii***

4) A candidate has 245 electoral votes, but does not get California.  What combination of states could make the candidate president?  Give two different combinations of states that would do it.

First Combination



Second Combination

Washington




Arizona 
Oregon 




Colorado
Idaho





Washington
Wyoming
Or any other combination without California that earns 25 Electoral Votes
5) A candidate has 240 electoral votes, but does not win California or Washington State.  Give two combinations of states that would make the candidate president.

First Combination



Second Combination

Any combination that gives 30 Electoral Votes without using Washington or California
6) A candidate has 250 electoral votes and gets Washington State, but does not get California.  What other states would put the candidates over the top?

Any combination that gives 9 or more Electoral Votes
